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COMMUNICATIONS
The waterways of those countries treated in this chapter belong
mainlv to the Danubian system. The Danube itself, since its
course has been regularized and the obstructions at the Iron Gate
removed, is the most frequented of these, but its importance is
lessened by the fact that it leads, not directly to the open ocean,
but to a sea of relatively little commercial importance. As far as
that part of its course at present under consideration is concerned,
it was chiefly used in pre-war days for the interchange of goods
between the industrial regions of Austria and the agricultural
regions of Hungary. Of its tributaries, the rivers of the Alpine
region are floatable rather than navigable, but considerable quanti-
ties of wood are brought to the lowlands by them. In Hungary, the
Tisza, which has been canaHzed in places and brought under a
certain amount of control, is navigable' for the greater part of its
course. The Moldau-Elbe is the great waterway of Bohemia, and
is of special value for trade with Germany; it is now navigable for
steamboats as far as Prague. Czechoslovakia hopes eventually to
construct a waterway from Bratislava on the Danube to the Oder.
From it another would break off at Prerov and run to Pardubice
on the Elbe, below which that river is being improved as far as its
confluence with the Moldau. Heavy goods, such as iron ore for
industrial Yitkovice, are brought up the Oder by barge from
Stettin to Gleiwitz, whence they go by canal to Kosel.
In the Dual Monarchy, Vienna and Budapest were the chief
railway centres. The Orient Express route enters Austria near
Salzburg, and passes through Vienna, Bratislava, and Budapest on
its way to Belgrade. From Vienna a line runs to Prague, which is
the meeting-place of routes from southern Germany by the Gate
of Furthj from central Germany by the passes round the Fichtel-
gebirge, and from northern Germany by the valley of the Elbe
through the hills of "Saxon Switzerland." Another line from
Vienna follows the course of the March, and, after entering the
valley of the Oder, passes through the Moravian Gate between
the Sudetes and the Carpathians on its way to Krak6w. The most
important route from Vienna to the Adriatic runs south-west from
the Austrian capital, crosses the Semmering pass, follows the
Murz-thal to Brack, and the Mur-thal to Unzmarkt, passes into
the valley of the Drava near Villach, and, after tunnelling through'